
■ POLICE 

69-year-old 
Woman found 
dead in field 

QMI Agency 

PELHAM — Niagara Regional Police 
are investigating the death of a 69-year- 
old Welland woman found in a field 
near Chantler Rd. west of Poth St this 
past Friday. 

The woman’s car, a grey 1994 Ford 
Taurus, was found a short distance 

Police are withholding the identity of 
the woman, pending notification of her 
next of kin. 

Investigators from the NRP colli¬ 
sion reconstruction unit determined 
the vehicle had been travelling east on 
Chander Rd. at about 4:30 a.m. when it 
left the pavement, drove through a ditch 
on the south side of the road and came 
to rest in the field. 
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■ NATIONAL SWEATER DAY: Warming up to a sustainable future 



EDDIE CHAU Staff Photo 


E.L. Crossley students Alexandra Watson, Robert Fiorella, Erin Prysiazny and Josie Teed wore their favourite 
sweaters Thursday as the school celebrated National Sweater Day. An initiative of Loblaw and World Wildlife 
Fund Canada, National Sweater Day encourages individuals to turn down the heat a few degrees and bundle 
up in a sweater to take action against climate change and work towards a sustainable future. Participating 
students and staff were asked to sign a pledge form to conserve energy while winning eco-friendly prizes such as 
biodegradable mechanical pencils and reusable insulated coffee mugs. 


Call Today 905-892-6177 or pthi@pthi.ca 


RETIREMENT 

Council 

exploring 

pension 

plans 

MARYANNE FIRTH 

PelhamNEWS Staff 

PELHAM — Despite opting 
out several terms ago, Pelham 
town council is exploring 
opting back in to the Ontario 
Municipal Employees 
Retirement System 

Ward 1 Coun. Richard 
Rybiak brought forth a motion 
at the Feb. 6 meeting request¬ 
ing council look into par¬ 
ticipating in OMERS — one of 
Canada’s largest pension plans. 

The request arose from 
a discussion at last year’s 
Association of Municipalities 
of Ontario conference, where 
Rybiak, who has sat on town 
council since winning a byelec- 
don last year, learned councils 
in many other municipalities, 
including some in Niagara, 
participate in the pension 

His motion was approved 
and town staff directed to set 
up the presentation. 
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upfront 


“Turning your dreams 
into an address” 



■ OBITUARY 


■ HORTICULTURE: Karin Vermeer helping to 


‘When Larry spoke, 
people listened’ 


EDDIE CHAU 
and MARYANNE FIRTH 

PelhamNEWS Staff 

PELHAM - The flags at 
Pelham town hall fly at half- 
mast today as the commu¬ 
nity mourns the loss of Larry 

The respected former town 
councillor and community 
activist died Sunday at St. 
Catharines General Hospital. 
He was 69. 

A retired educator, Mr. 
Vasas spent his entire career, 
spanning more than 30 years, 
at E.L. Crossley Secondary 
School. 

Dave Oleniuk has fond 
memories of his longtime 
friend, with whom he shared 
the history department with 
at the local high school for 
many years. 

Oleniuk remembers Mr. 
Vasas as an always-active 
member of the community, 
whether he was acting as 
auctioneer for the Fabulous 
Fenwick Lions annual plant 
sale, or driving his rebuilt con¬ 
vertible as part of the town's 
annual Canada Day parade. 

“He was a family man," 
Oleniuk said, "but he also 
had a lot of friends in Fonthiil 



Larry Vasas 


and Fenwick.” 

Many of those friendships 
stemmed from his involve¬ 
ment with the Lions, Royal 
Canadian Legion Branch 613 
and town council, for which 
he held his seat from 1986 to 
1994. 

"We’ve known each other 
for 50 years,” said former 
town councillor Brian Walker, 
who also taught at Crossley. 

"He's a very colourful indi¬ 
vidual that didn't hesitate to 
express his opinion.” 

Mr. Vasas fought strongly 
for what he believed in. For 


instance, when the school 
board was deciding the fate 
of Pelham High School, Mr. 
Vasas stood up to state the 
importance of keeping the 
school open. 

“Even though he taught at a 
different school he fought for 
us,” said Walker, who previ¬ 
ously taught at Pelham High. 
“He was very dedicated to his 
community.” 

That dedication translated 
to council chambers where 
Walker said Mr. Vasas went 
above and beyond to best 
represent his constituents. 

Very professional and 
opinionated, Mr. Vasas and 
Walker spent many hours in 
debates but the issues never 
went beyond the council 
chamber doors. 

Pelham regional Coun. 
Brian Baty remembers Mr. 
Vasas as a “gregarious and 
outgoing individual.” 

The pair taught at Crossley 
together for seven years and 
Baty was always impressed 
by his “very dramatic presen¬ 
tation style.” 

“When Larry spoke, people 
listened,” he said. 

"It’s a great loss not only 
to his family, but to the 
community.” 


Sewing roots of wisdom 


VICTORIA GRAY 

PelhamNEWS Staff 


PELHAM — Karin Vermeer 
helps people plant a little bit of 
happiness. 

“I Just love plants,” she says. 
"I just take great pleasure in 
seeing flowers bloom. It’s a 
challenge for me and being a 
able to share that with people 

Vermeer, once the famil¬ 
iar face of Vermeer’s Garden 
Centre and Flower Shop, 
is speaking at Pelham 
Horticultural Society's 
Monday, Feb. 27, meeting at 
the Fonthiil branch library 
about her new career in horti¬ 
cultural therapy. 

Memberships to the horti¬ 
cultural society are $7. 

The first step in Vermeer’s 
newfound profession is to 
help seniors get back into gar¬ 
dening by using gardens they 
have already established or 
by helping them to get them 
inexpensively. 

“When seniors move into a 
residence they lose so much,” 
she said. “They lose their home 
and garden and the ability to 
grow in their garden and so 

She wants to help give them 
some of that back, by doing 
plant activities with them, 
such as seeding, germinating, 
trimming, transplanting and 
planting outside. 

“It’s amazing to see the 


difference that plants make 
in people’s fives. Everyone’s 
heard of music therapy and pet 
therapy. This is just another 
form of it, using plants,” she 

Vermeer currently visits 14 
homes once a month for about 
two to three hours. 

She also works with children 
and victims of brain injuries. 

Vermeer says there is some¬ 
thing about plants that put 
most people at ease. She used 
to see people decompress at 
her garden centre. 

“It’s about sight and smell 
and just getting back to nature,” 
she says. “That’s always been 


therapeutic to people, just get¬ 
ting back to nature.” 

She finds children benefit 
from gardening because they 
learn about the miracle of life 
and get to spend some time 
outside, while people with 
brain injuries get to stimulate 
their senses and have the sat¬ 
isfaction of knowing they can 
still accomplish things they 
used to do. 

“It gives them such a sense 
of self-worth, knowing they still 
have the ability to grow some¬ 
thing. It really does something 
to the soul." 

For more information visit 
www.karinvermeer.ca. 



Karin Vermeer hosts a garden activity session at Lookout 
Ridge Retirement Home in Pelham. She assists residents 
Thalia Dodington, Bernice Mclvor, Hazel Ott and Patricia 
Zoccoli in creating a Valentine’s Day topiary out of English ivy. 
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■ ART: Students’ work feature at Catholic Education Centre 


Centre of 
creativity 


EDDIE CHAU 

PelhamNEWS Staff 

WELLAND — If these walls could talk 
they would scream creativity. 

The normally barren spaces at the 
Niagara Catholic District School Board 
Education Centre on Rice Rd. are the 
anchors of 41 pieces of work showcas¬ 
ing the creative talents of some of the 
region’s youngest artists. Simple pencil 
work, watercolour paintings, sculptures 
and sock puppets — any medium one 
can think of is on display. 

On Wednesday night, the school 
board opened its doors to parents, stu¬ 
dents and faculty to proudly display the 
works of intermediate students at the 
Intermediate Artists Gala. 

Artistic consultant Jayne Evans says 
schools have sent in some of the best 
work of the year so far from grades 7 

While the education centre's walls 


have showcased works from junior, 
senior and secondary students before, 
this is the first time intermediates have 
been featured in an exhibition, Evans 

“Some works you see here are related 
to one another,” she says. “Hie teacher 
might have taught a particular theme 
and the students took their own spin on 
it All the works really speak to us.” 

Evans says school board office work¬ 
ers often visit the main lobby area to 
take in the exhibition, which will run 
until late March. 

"The staff are really appreciative of Ihe 
work. Every day they come down and 
see something different” 

Education director John Crocco 
says family and friends of the featured 
students can come down to the edu¬ 
cation centre at any time to view their 
creativity. 

"We truly have something special 
here,” he says. 




EDDIE CHAU Staff Photo 

Karling Luciani, a Grade 7 student at Alexander Kuska School in Welland, was inspired by artist Andy Warhol 
when she created the snowflake art hanging above her. 























PELHAM NEWS ■ FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 17, 2012 



Sun Media Corp. 

228 East Main St, Welland, ON LOS 1E0 
Tel: 905-732-2414 ext246 Fax: 905-732-3660 


KenKoyama 



SUNMEDIA 

■perspective 
A tragic 
workplace loss 

I f 10 northern Ontario miners died in a 
cave-in, there’d be national outrage. 

If an explosion at a Chemical Valley 
plant killed 10 workers, it would be the 

At the highest levels of government, 
there’d be quick public condolences — 
not in faceless written statements, but in 
person. Then, would come the campaigns 
and media coverage reminding us, 
rightfully so, that one workplace death is 
too many, let alone 10 at once. 

Why, then, the muted response — 
political and public — to Monday's 
southwestern Ontario crash that killed 10 
of 13 migrant farm workers and a trucker? 
Instead of a preventable workplace loss, 
the crash has played out more as an 
avoidable traffic accident. 

The migrants were loaded into a 
van that blew through a stop sign on a 
country road and was broadsided by 
the truck, whose driver also died. The 
workers, all but one from Peru, died a 
stone’s throw from where they’d spent a 
gruelling day at a Perth County poultry 
farm vaccinating thousands of chickens 
for modest wages. 

We don’t know yet why the van driver, 
also a worker, failed to stop, a mistake for 
which he paid with his life. We do know 
the driver lacked the required F-class 
licence to operate the 15-passenger van. 

We don’t yet know who the legal 
employer was, but we do know die van 
and commute home were part of the 
workplace. 

Otherwise, Ontario’s workplace 
insurance system wouldn’t be covering 
costs of the dead and three survivors. 

The premier offered his sympathies 
and there’ve been calls for an inquiry. 

No one’s asking for a provincial day of 
mourning, but dying to put food on 
the consumer’s table is an outrage and 
should be treated as such. 

That’s the least we can do for the 
memory of the 10 workers, and for the 
thousands of offshore labourers like them 
who toil on Ontario farms each year. 

— Greg Van Moorsel 


comment 


Welland River floodplain mapping concerns 


I he Niagara Peninsula 

A Conservation Authority 
has the responsibility of ensuring 
accurate floodplain mapping for 
all watercourses m its jurisdiction 
and then subsequently controlling 
development in the floodplain 
to avoid potential injury or harm 
should water levels rise to threaten 
the property. 

A recent study of the Welland River 
floodplain and that of its tributaries 
shows a significant change from 
former mapping results. This matter 
should be of concern to all who own 
property affected by the river and its 
supporting tributaries. It should be 
noted that Ontario's Conservation 
Authorities were formed following 
the disastrous storm referred to as 
“Hurricane Hazel” and need to be 
mindful of public safety related to 
adverse storms. 

Since the last assessment of the 
Welland River floodplain, technology 
has changed and there are more 
modem and accurate modeling 
resources to assess current and 
past weather patterns as well as 
projecting the impact of a major 



Brian Baty 

REGIONAL 

C0UNCILVIEW 


storm, commonly referred to as the 
" One Hundred Year Storm." While 
this new data shows a change in the 
floodplain mapping, NPCA staff are 
reviewing the data as it appears to be 
extreme, particularly in some of the 
tributaries feeding the Welland River 
I was alerted to an inaccurate flyer 
that someone placed in mailboxes 
last M and referred that matter to 
NPCA staff. While information in 
that flyer was inaccurate, there is 
reason for citizens to be aware of the 
changes noted by the consultant’s 

At this time the NPCA is awaiting 
the completion of the upper Welland 
River floodplain mapping and 
reviewing the current mapping 
ibr the Welland River to ensure 
its accuracy. This work should be 
completed by June of this year In the 
meantime I have requested several 


items with respect to the release of 
the final mapping results. Firstly, it 
is important to verify the accuracy 
of the new mapping and to make 
it clear that the mapping is not an 
arbitrary ruling by conservation 
staff; rather an accurate scientific 
study that takes into account the 
climate and river conditions that 
have changed over time. Secondly, 

I have requested that clear maps 
be produced to allow property 
owners to see what the former 
mapping floodplain included and 
to note the new levels. I have asked 
if the mapping took into account 
the plugged siphons taking the 
Welland River under the Welland 
Recreational Waterway as well as the 
Welland Canal. A request was made 
as to the potential cost of annual 
cleaning of the siphons to ensure 
unobstructed flow of water. When 
all studies are completed in June, 
that NPCA hold publrc mformation 
sessions to outline: 1) why the new 
study was undertaken; 2) what 
factors have changed since the last 
study; 3) explain what floodproofing 
entails and the projected costs to 
property owners. Finally I have 



■readers’views 


Resident still awaits 
communication 

Read the article "Ways of 
Working Together with Residents” 
by Dave Augustyn. 

In his article it is stated: “letters, 
e-mail, phone calls, meetings, 
etc. You can also use standard 
communication methods to make a 
suggestion or get your point across." 

At the end of the editorial the 
mayor writes: "These are some of 
the ways in which council and I 
welcome your involvement in the 
town! You may contact Mayor Dave 
at Mayordave@pelham.ca.” 

If you look below this email you 


can see that you can see I have 
written to you (Mayor Dave) via 
e-mail five different occasions 
concerning Pelham’s urban forest 
and it’s state in the older downtown 
core. I even addressed this issue 
with you at a summer event where 
you told me again that you would 
have to get back to me. 

I am still waiting for your reply. 
Are you going to address this e-mail? 

Being a citizen of Pelham for over 
34 years and in living at the same 
address I do expect much more 
from our mayor. My experience with 
you over this issue has proven to be 
less than satisfactory and in my view 
is not respectful of the office you 
hold. I do hope that you and council 


will review this issue and that you 
will get back to me. 

Copies of the “Town of Pelham 
Urban Forestry Guidelines” 
and “Town of Pelham Street 
Tree Maintenance” can be 
obtained from me to help council 
understand this issue. These 
documents have been developed 
to provide the Town of Pelham 
with a proactive,environmentally 
appropriate tree planting, 
maintenance and replacement 
guidelines for urban areas. The 
character of urban and rural area is 
changed by an abundance of trees. 
Municipalities that put in the effort 
to maintain mature trees and plant 
new ones are desirable places to 


requested staff to explore the risks 
and liability of maintaining the 
former mapping levels and to allow 
a transition phase from the old to the 
new mapping restrictions. 

Given the relatively flat nature of 
the properties abutting the Welland 
River and its tributaries, even a 
small rise in the vertical level of the 
floodplain could have significant 
consequences over a large horizontal 
area of the shoreline. Some years ago 
the NPCA sought a solution to the 
back and forth movement of the river 
as the Ontario Power Generation 
company opens and closes valves 
to direct the Niagara River water 
flow mto the hydro facilities. Ihis 
diversion of water pushes the 
Welland River upstream with the 
impact all the way up the river past 
WellandporL The proposed solution 
at that time would have been in 
excess of twelve million dollars and 
would have had major negative 
effects on the river in particular in the 
lower section in the Chippawa area. 

A remediation fund was established 
by OPG to provide remediation 
programs for the Welland River such 
as the E. C Brown wetland project 
and riparian plantings along the 
river’s banks. 

There was considerable discussion 
and debate on this issue at the 
January meeting of the NPCA and 
the board passed a motion to 
establish a working group with 
staff to move forward with an 
implementation plan when the final 
reports are ready in June this year 

Brian Baty is a Niagara Regional 
Councillor for the Town of Pelham 
brian.baty@niagararegion.ca 
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Mike Jones 

Fonthill 


Highway 20 still a mess 

In reference to Pelham News 
Feb.3 - "The Issues with Highway 
20” 

If Brian Baty thinks the seam 
repair that Rankin Construction did 
on Hwy. 20 is good, he has either 
been away on vacation or does not 
use Hwy 20. It’s falling apart and 
water is getting in. This will be a 
mess come spring time. 

RonRiva 

Fonthill 
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■ WAR BICENTENARY: Calvin Arnt to share tales at Fonthill library next week 

1812 re-enactor: 1 was 
always a history nerd f 


EDDIE CHAU 

Tribune Staff 

PELHAM — There’s more 
to being a re-enactor than just 
wearing a snazzy costume. 

For Calvin Arnt, cap¬ 
tain of the First Regiment 
Lincoln Militia, a local 1812 
re-enactment group, being a 
re-enactor is about showcas¬ 
ing a piece of history to the 
audience. 

And when he dons his cos¬ 
tume — which is made to be 
as authentic as it was in the 
early 1800s — people take 
notice and get a real-life his¬ 
tory lesson at the same time. 

With the bicentenary of the 
War of 1812 this year there’s 
no better time than to get 
involved in the historic festiv¬ 
ities. Amt, a history teacher 
by day at Eden High School 
in St. Catharines, is happy to 


share his knowledge about 
the war with anyone willing 
to listen. 

“I was always a history 
nerd,” said Arnt. "I have an 
interest early on about the 
early founders of our coun¬ 
try. I wanted to more with my 
passion. One day I connected 
with a local (re-enactment) 
group to help me get started 
in this hobby.” 

Amt has been a re-enactor 
for the past 13 years, 10 of 
which involved with the First 
Regiment Lincoln Militia. 
What started as a group of 
individuals passionate about 
recreating the history of the 
War of 1812 has grown into a 
non-profit organization as of 
last year, Amt said. 

There are many ways to get 
involved in the 1812 bicen¬ 
tennial festivities, Arnt said. 
He will share a few examples 


at a presentation at Pelham 
Public Library Wednesday, 
Feb. 22, at 7:30 p.m. 

On that night Amt will talk 
about his experiences as a re¬ 
enactor and what’s going on 
during the bicentennial fes¬ 
tivities and how people can 
get involved. 

“There will be samples of 
clothing from what men and 
women wore at the time,” 
Amt said of his presentation. 
“I will describe what will typi¬ 
cally go on during a re-enact¬ 
ment. There’s certainly more 
than just military activity.” 

Arnt’s presentation will 
be part of Pelham library’s 
1812 bicentennial events. 
Admission is $2. 

For more information call 
the library at 905-892-6443. 

echau@wellandtribune.ca 
Twitter: @EdChauTribune 



_ 


Supplied photo 

Calvin Arnt, Captain of the First Regiment Lincoln Militia, will be giving a presentation about 
being a War of 1812 re-enactor when he visits Pelham Public Library Feb. 22.H 
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■ COMMUNITY 

Bowl for Kids sake... and a free meal 


EDDIE CHAU Brothers Big Sisters will eat for free. Strikes aren’t mandatory and gut- 

PelharnNEWS staff “Whoever raises the most money terballs are optional. 

I will take them out for dinner at It’s the first year Veres has 
WELLAND — It’s a tasty incentive Benchmark (restaurant in Niagara- chaired Bowl For Kids Sake, a fund- 

for Niagara College employees. on-the-Lake),” said Veres, honorary raiser for Big Brothers Big Sisters 

Staff and faculty at the school’s chair of the Big Brothers Big Sisters of South Niagara and related area 
Welland and Niagara-on-the-Lake Bowl for Kids Sake. organizations, 

campuses have been issued a chal- There's one catch, however Up to 72 teams can participate in 

lenge by David Veres, dean of commu- The money must be raised while the all-day bowling event 

nity and health studies. The challenge: wearing multi-coloured shoes and Veres has set the fundraising goal 
those people who can raise the most hurling a ball down a bowling lane for $35,000 this year but is hopeful the 


money for the Niagara chapters of Big towards 10 free-standing pins. 



Caltron Concrete 
& Restoration Limited 

• Water Stoppage Inside or 
Outside Repair 


• Concrete Repair & New Concrete 
5933 Swayze Dr. Phone: 905-374-9087 
Niagara Falls, Ontario 


No Job Is Too Small! 

Commercial • Industrial Residential 
• Service panel upgrades • New wiring-rewiring 
• Energy Efficient upgrades • Troubleshooting & "—’ 


Electrical 


event will exceed the goal. He encour¬ 
aged anyone from the community to 
form their own team and bowl their 
hearts out for a worthwhile cause. 

“It's a fun, competitive event,” Veres 
said. “There's a lot of fellowship to be 
had between Bigs and Littles. Every 
year we get a good turnout We hope 
manywill come out to bowl.” 

Participants can sign up for three 
time slots at the Bowl-o-Rama event 
in Welland: 2 p.m., 4:30 p.m. and 7:30 
p.m Teams can dress up for the occa- 
' in with prizes going towards the 


Registration is available online at 
www.bbbsinniagara.ca, or by calling 
905-735-0570. 




fabulous 

FENWICK 

DNS 



Saturday, February 25th, 2012 
Fenwick Lions Hall 
Centennial Park 
Church Street, Fenwick 
2 Sittings 5pm & 6:30pm 

$ 18 00 for adults 

MO 00 for children under 12 years 

TICKETS GO QUICKLY! 

Call Lioness Judy 905-892-4143 


EDDIE CHAU Staff Photo 
David Veres, honorary chair for Bowl for Kids Sake, encourages 
people to pick up a pledge form and get involved and compete 
at the event Feb. 25 at Bowl-o-Rama in Welland. 


r=\ SEND us 

YOUR STORY 

tribune@wellandtribune.ca 


Exhibitors WANTED 


PELHAM 

HOME SHOW' 

April 20, 21 &. 22nd, 2012 
It’s the BEST Home show value in Southern Ontario! 

HURRY!!! Booths are going FAST! 

FOR INFORMATION CALL: 905.346.8288 OR 
Download Application at: fonthillkinsmen.ca 
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www.healthycupboard.ca 



TWO LOCATIONS 


PORT COLBORNE 


DSS from Food Basics; J^ e H«Slthy 

835.9806 Cupboard 


FOIMTHILL 


905 892-9054 
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EDUCATION: E.W. Farr welcomes potential students 



EDDIE CHAU Staff Photo 

Three-year-old Jesse Parker plays In the sandbox at the kindergarten class at E.W. 

Farr School In Fenwick. The school opened Its doors to potential students during its 
kindergarten open house. 



RENOVATION 

CU.E? 

I - CA LirfS^ 

CAUTION 

70 %' 
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■ FONTHILL-SINGER’S CORNERS WOMEN'S INSTITUTE 


Erland Lee Museum 
to open in spring 




Ruth Dudiak in Welland 
were elated to learn the 
Erland Lee (Museum) 
Home in Stoney Creek will 
be opening later in the 
spring. 

This museum was the 
home of Erland and Janet 
Lee and the site where the 
constitution of the women’s 
institute was penned 115 
years ago. To celebrate 
this occasion there will be 
a gathering in the drive- 
house on Feb. 19 at 1:30 
p.m., at which time the new 
cookbook compiled by the 
Friends of the Lee will be 
launched. 

Beautiful two-year Lee 


Community Cares by the 
Secretary, Marion Egerter. 

It was announced that 
Elsie Stephenson has 
replaced Carol Innes 
as Federated Women's 
Institutes of Ontario (FWIO) 
president, with Evelyn Peck 
as President-elect. 

Plans were discussed for 
hosting the 2012 District 
annual meeting with a ten¬ 
tative date of May 23. 

Bowen Rd. branch will be 
holding their Valentine Tea/ 
Luncheon on Feb. 11 start¬ 
ing at 11:30 a.m. at the All 
Peoples’ Memorial Church 
in Ridgeway. Tickets are 
$7. 


For the Education pro¬ 
gram, Ruth Dudiak passed 
around pictures of famous 
Canadians for the members 
to identify. Pam Bronn 
quizzed them on vari¬ 
ous topics from the Trivial 
Pursuit game. 

A letter from Canada 
Comforts reported that 
a container of children’s 
clothes had arrived safely 
in Sudan, and was being 
distributed. This branch 
knits and sews quantities of 
articles for this project. 

The next meeting will be 
held March 7 at 1:30 p.m. at 
the home of Sylvia Quigley 
on Metier Rd. 


155 Hwy 20 West, Fonthill, ON 905-892-3997 
www.thelogcabin.ca 

Open Monday to Saturday 10 - 5:30, Sunday 12-4 
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■ ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 

Region likes'roll up 
your sleeves’ plan 


JEFF BOLICHOWSKI 

QMI Agency 

ST. CATHARINES — Niagara Region 
could go sector by sector to tackle 
economic development, under a 
new model recommended for public 
feedback. 

Regional council’s integrated com¬ 
munity planning committee supported 
opening a 60-day window for the public 
to weigh in on the model, the prod¬ 
uct of a year-long process and a four- 
month transition plan to move away 
from the existing Niagara Economic 
Development Corp. 

The new model will slim it down to 
a regional department and target eco¬ 
nomic sectors and clusters, like agri¬ 
culture, through the help of contracted 
specialists. 

If council approves, the plans will be 
sent for 60 days of feedback after coun¬ 
cillors extended that period from the 
initial 30 days. 

“I see this as a no-BS approach, a 
roll-up-your-sleeves approach," Pelham 
Mayor Dave Augustyn said as council¬ 
lors mulled over the plan. 

“It’s a fresh new view for the NEDC.” 

The period to gather feedback was 
extended after Welland Coun. George 
Marshall called for it. 

“I don’t want to be branded as the 
one who pushed this through so fast 
we didn’t know what was going on,” he 

The new development model would 
be headed by a director who would 
report to Region CAO Mike Trojan, and 
would be guided by an advisory body of 
business and community partners. 

It would focus on economic clusters 
specifically and look to contract experts 
specializing in those fields. 

That’s a departure from having eco¬ 
nomic development officers who gener¬ 
alize and cover everything, though offi¬ 
cers in St. Catharines, Welland, Niagara 
Falls, Port Colborne and Fort Erie would 
still play a role in the new process. 

Running on a base budget of $1.7 mil¬ 
lion, it would employ 12 people, includ¬ 
ing six full-time employees. That’s down 
from 19 at the NEDC. 

Economic development transi¬ 
tion manager Verne Milot noted most 
of Niagara’s employers are small and 
medium-sized businesses and the days 
of trying to lure big factories here are 
gone. 

The province lost about 118,000 jobs 
from 2008 to 2010, he said, and there 
are only 816,000 left. 

“I for one do not want to stand here 
and promise Niagara a big manufactur¬ 
ing job in the next 12 months," Milot 


said. “Not that we’re going to neglect it 
or walk away from it, but I ain’t bloody 
hell gonna promise one.” 

He said the Region needs to think of 
itself as a racehorse when it comes to 
keeping jobs in Niagara. 

“I do not want to go forward with a 
horse that has a heavy jockey, or a horse 
that’s been eating bad oats,” he said. 

Milot noted the Region needs to lay 
out effective strategic partnerships. At 
the moment, he said, “they’re all over 
the place. There are more economic 
partnerships than there are weeds in a 

And he said the system should 
include a “dashboard” for keeping and 
expanding businesses in the Region, 
seeing gaps in service and plugging 

Taxpayers don’t want to 
see a duplication of 
services, and I think they want to 
see a level of co-operation.” 

Port Colborne Coun. David Barrick 


Port Colborne Coun. David Barrick 
said local development officers — 
a hurdle in the march toward a new 
development model — need to play 
a role. He said the Region shouldn’t 
“move forward with blinders on" about 
the plan. 

Businesses, he added, go to local 
municipalities before they talk to the 
Region. 

“Taxpayers don’t want to see a dupli¬ 
cation of services, and I think they want 
to see a level of co-operation,” he said. 

St. Catharines Coun. Bruce Timms 
chided Milot for not mentioning the 
development officers in his report. Milot 
then led him back through the docu¬ 
ment, pointing out at least three refer¬ 
ences in his presentation to council. 

He said he’d met with three of the 
five local EDOs, but two refused to meet 

The plan drew praise from Port 
Colborne Mayor Vance Badawey. 

“I think this really takes that next step 
to being Team Niagara,” he said, adding 
he trusted the plan to include local 
officers. 

Regional Chair Gary Burroughs 
chafed at the delay in moving forward 
with the plan. 

“I hope we don’t keep dragging this 
on,” he said. “This is the Regional plan. 
We want to work with everybody on 
it, but we don’t need approval from 
everybody." 



_ Learn to © 

Apply 

rself 


Niagara 

College 

Canada 

APPLIED DREAMS. 


Niagara College offers more than 100 diploma, bachelor degree and advanced 
level programs providing real-world experience and hands-on skills. Broad range 
of study areas include food and wine sciences, advanced technology, arts and 
media, business, hospitality, applied health and community studies. 


We invite you to @ Niagara 

experience for yourself. Coll0£0 

Apply today for September 2012 Qg p g ^g 


NiagaraCollege.ca ut You Tube 
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■ BUSES: System carried just 28% of expected riders and earned 50% of projected revenue in first few months 

Region transit off to sluggish start 


THOROLD — Niagara Region 
Transit is off to a struggling start, 
carrying just one-quarter of the 
projected riders while earning half 
the money predicted in its first 
months on the road. 

Regional council’s public 
works committee heard Tuesday 
the 17,667 riders the region bus 
system drew from September 
through December was just 28% of 
the 63,000 riders it was projected 
to carry, equal to 240 riders a day. 

It missed its $143,000 cash 
target, too, pulling in an estimated 
$70,929 for the region — about 
half the revenue aimed for. 

The ridership and revenue 
report came on the heels of a sep¬ 
arate recommendation to offset a 
March fare hike with monthly bus 


passes and 10-ride tickets for the 
fledgling transit pilot project that 
connects St. Catharines, Welland 
and Niagara Falls. 

“We know that municipal tran¬ 
sit systems are money-losers, but 
this seems extraordinary,” said St. 
Catharines Coun. Andy Petrowski 
of the system's ridership. 

The numbers were no surprise, 
said transportation director Joe 
Cousins. He said the consultant 
behind the system and bus-busi¬ 
ness counterparts at Durham 
Region Transit had cautioned that 
ridership could miss the mark in 
the early going. And he said there 
was positive news, as ridership 
rose as each month went on. 

"Month over month there was 
growth in ridership, which is good 
news,” he said. 

"Overall, we’re a little disap¬ 
pointed in the numbers.” 


Nevertheless, he said, "it does 
take a considerable amount of 
time for a system to mature and 
for ridership to be there.” 

The system's overall take was 
$88,335, but the region only gets 
$70,929 because of cost-sharing 
with the three municipal bus 
systems. Those three, operating 
in Welland, St. Catharines and 
Niagara Falls, receive the other 
$17,406. 

Figures for the system’s feeder 
routes to Port Colborne and Fort 
Erie weren’t available. 

It costs about $2.7 million annu¬ 
ally to run the system. The region 
was banking on generating just 
more than $650,000 in revenue 
from fares. 

The general fare for a single 
regional bus ride will leap to $6 
from $5 in March. But the new fare 
plan, which the committee recom- 


> ^ PELHAM PANTHERS | 
SOCCER CLUB 1 


TEAM TRY-OUT SCHEDULE 


TRYOUTS BEGIN SATURDAY FEBRUARY 1STH, 2012. 

i, BOYS 

-Saturdays 4 - 6 @ Eastdale School 

- TBD 

- Saturdays 9am -11 am @ Centennial High School 

- Saturdays 11am -1 pm @ Centennial High School 

- Saturdays 1 - 4 @ Eastdale School - contact Aubrey 
Keus for actual time 

-TBD 

- Saturdays 5 - 7 @ EL Crossley 


A 10-fare ticket would cost $45 
and a monthly pass $160. For 
seniors and students, it would be 
$40 and $130. Kids under age five 
would ride for free. 

That still puts the region’s fare 
at roughly double the average for 
a system in a municipality of its 

And the region’s monthly pass 
would cost more than a monthly 
pass on the Toronto Transit 
Commission, which runs $126 for 
an adult fare. 

If council approves that, staff 
figured it would take eight to 10 
weeks to produce the passes. They 
figured they could realistically 
field the passes by the week of 
April 9 — about a month after the 
fare hike comes in. 

Cousins said the region actually 
brought in more fare cash than its 
ridership would imply, because 
more riders rode direct, getting 
straight on and off a region bus. 
That means the region keeps the 
full fare. It must split the cash with 
the cities if a rider transfers from a 
municipal system. 


He said ridership would have 
to increase by 13% every month 
in order for the region to meet 
its revenue target of just over 
$650,000 for the year. 

More likely scenarios would see 
growth of 5% to 10% each month, 
which would respectively earn the 
region 57% or 80% of the revenue 
it expected going in. 

Speaking after the meeting, 
Cousins said the region’s ridership 
is likely struggling because of high 
fares and a lack of student usage. 
The latter is being addressed by 
a mini-pilot project that will let 
Brock University and Niagara 
College students swipe their 
U-passes on the region system for 
a term, as of Feb. 6. 

That won’t help the system's 
finances, though: The U-passes 
are worked out with the three city 
bus systems. 

The fare, Cousins said, is in part 
a matter of geography, and the 
region wants to get it lower. 

“We fight the geography all the 
time,” he said. “We don’t have the 
large population that could lead to 
large ridership.” 

— with files from Marlene Bergsma 


9 U9Bovs (Born 2003) - 
\ UIQBovs (Born 2002) 
1 UIIBovs (Born 2001) 

) U12Boys (Born 2000) 

[ U13Bovs (Born 19991 

\ U14Boys (Born 1998) 


pEHH£jf L 


Our ulitmate Customer Appreciation give-a-way 
will take place on May 04,2012 your chance to win 
Sony 24" Bravia LCD TV/ Apple iPad 2 Wi-Fi 16GB 
. 10 minute oil change centre an d a Lagostina Cookware Set. Please be sure to 


UIIGi 

r s (Born 20011 

U12G l 

r s (Born 2000) 

U13G i 

rs (Born 1999) 

Ul4Gi 

rs (Born 1999) 
rs (Born 1998) 

U15G i 

rs (Born 1997) 


- Volunteer to coach this team.. 

- Saturdays 1 - 4 @ Eastdale School - contact 
Andrea Keus for actual time 

- Saturdays 3 - 5 @ EL Crossley 
-TBD 


v U16Girls (Born 1996) 


- SRSL - Saturdays 7 - 9 @ EL Crossley 

- NRGSL - Saturdays - 3 - 5 @ Centennial High School 

- TBD - Volunteer to coach this team.. 

- TBD - Volunteer to coach this team.. 

- TBD - Volunteer to coach this team.. 

THE PELHAM SOCCER CLUB IS IN NEED OF COACHES FOR THEIR U9 GIRLS, 
U14 GIRLS,U15 GIRLS AND U16 GIRLS TRAVEL TEAMS. PLEASE CALL 
905-892-7799 IF YOU AREINTERESTED IN A COACHING POSITION. 

We are looking for girls to play on our U12 girls NRGSL 
soccer team. Please check www.pelhamsoccer.ca 
for more information. 
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■ CHORUS NIAGARA: Choir returned to Seaway Mall for sixth annual Singathon 


A warm 
welcome on 
a cold day 



ALLAN BENNER recently become parents. ALLAN BENNER Staff photo 

PelhamNEWS Staff Last year was one of the most sue- Chorus Niagara returned to Seaway Mall Saturday for its sixth annual Singathon fundraiser. The 100-voice choir 

cessful fundraising events the choir performed from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., filling the shopping centre with music. 

WELLAND — The Seaway Mall is has had yet, bringing in $2,800 during 


Belcastro. 

Ever since Chorus Niagara per¬ 
formed a flash mob at the mall's 
food court in November 2010, 
video that has i 
nearly 38 million i 
“they seem to get a really 


Money raised at Saturday’s ei 
had yet to be tallied up. 

With the help of Cooper, who pro¬ 
vided crash courses in conducting, 
been played several area community leaders had 
YouTube, an opportunity to lead the chorus 
during the Singathon, ranging from 


welcome” whenever they perform Welland’s acting mayor, Paul Grenier, 


“It’s just like they’re back home,” 


to United Way of South Niagara ex 
utive director Peter Papp. 

Despite the cold snowy weather 


e shopping centre’s Centre there. The warmth of the welcome 
they received was worth the drive to 


Court. 

It was also the second time the Welland, said Lyn Hibbitt, the 
100-voice choir held the Singathon ager of the children's choir, 
at the mall, under the leadership of 
artistic director Robert Cooper. 

Last year, the event was high¬ 
lighted by a wedding proposal 


In addition to chorus’ repertoire 
of popular and classical music, 
including the Hallelujah Chorus 
from Handel’s Messiah, the song 


Belcastro said deGois and her ni 


husband Brendan Mater have music fans. 


n songs for the audience of 


miTOr^CalUs 

We will bring you energy, 
motivation and inspiration. 
Clutter can be conquered, 
n your life and space! 


Reclaim y 


If You Are Stressed By... 

Clutter in the home or at the office. Living in Chaos. 

Call Today for a FREE Consultation. 

Phone: 905.732.8382 Email: urgetopurge@cogeco.ca 
www.urgetopurge.ca 

MAXIMIZE SPACE and ELIMINATE CLUTTER for a SIMPLE LIFESTYLE 


How Would You Like to Have Beautiful Hair P 


M y name is Marianne Schneider. I 
am 54 years old and I have had 
hair problems as long as I can remem¬ 
ber. I have experimented with an end¬ 
less array of shampoos, sprays, hair 
treatments and conditioners and I have 
spent an enormous amount of money 


■ problem with your hair? Have you 
:r heard of silica?” Then she told 
her own tale of woe, she said, "I 
had the same problem as you. Three 
| years ago I suffered a lot of stress in 
my job and personal life and I started 
losing all of my hair. My daughter 


hair salons. But all those efforts silicea suggested that I try Original Silicea 
avail... the results didn’t SSr Balsam.” This woman told me it took 

last more than a few hours, at best. about three months, but you know, 

her hair looked remarkable! 


When I was 49 it got even worse - one day I 
started shedding large tufts of hair. I consult¬ 
ed doctors and had my hormone status ana- 


So I tried Original Silicea Balsam and before 
long my hair actually started to grow back! In 


lyzed. I tried Schuessler salts and body detox ^ me it became much thicker and it felt much 
therapy, none of which had any lasting effect. 1 1 *'"' 5 

Finally, I had my hair cut short and only ven¬ 
tured into public wearing a headscarf 
because, by now I had so little hair left that dreammg~of all of mylife. AlthoughYin7till 


stronger. After about six months my hair had 
wonderful shine and it looked very healthy. 

Now I have the beautiful hair I have been 


my scalp was clearly visible. My friends pre- 


e object of sneaky glances, and a; 


tended not to notice and told me it wasn’t that because of my hair . but now l revel ^ those 
bad. Sometimes though, I caught them glances admiring my beautiful, healthy hair. 


sneaking glances at my head. And those 
stares at the supermarket or at the cinema - 
sometimes it was simply unbearable. 


Marianne Schneider 

tore info about Original Silicea Balsam, 
visit Rosemary’s Natural Choices. 

Sale. . 7 $ 21.99 

Sale ends March 6* 

Looking for Gluten-Free ? Did you know that Rosemary's Natural Choices has 
k t Welland’s largest selection of gluten-free food? Including goodies like... delicious 
* i gluten-free breads, cookies, mini-loaves, and an assortment of wholesome, 
/ gluten-free treats. Good food and good health. It doesn't get any better than that! 


About three years ago, I met a woman who 
took me aside and asked, " Do you have a 


IRoiciwAry'i 95 Lincoln Street (St. Charles Plaza) 
1 Block South of Pupos in Welland 
|£l • . # Phone: 905 7UI-0586 

™ www.rosemarysnaturalchoices.com 

Information is provided for reference only. For specific health issues consult your local natural health practitioner. 
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GIANT TIGER 

Fonthill Location ONLY! mum i-th 




7™, .SATURDAY. FEBRUARYJ8™ ANDJ5UNDAY. FEBRUARYJ 9™ 



MAXWELL HOUSE 

INSTANT COFFEE 

Original Roast 1 /2 

PRICE 



COBBLE STONE FARM 

BABY BACK RIBS MIC 

BBQ or Honey &Gariic SlVVfc 

$2 





TOPSY TURVY 

TOMATO OR 
STRAWBERRY 


rsseeu 

ONI 



9 CANDLE 
METAL WALL 
SCONCE 

Reg. $20.00 



METAL WALL 8 
TEALIGHT HOLDER 

1/2 



EMBROIDERED ROD 
POCKET PANEL 

54” x 84” ^ 

~~ 1/2 


SHEER ROD POCKET 
PANEL 



A 


#20 HWY 20 FONTHILL 
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Tune in every Thursday Morning 
I at 8:10 for Commisso's Fresh Ideas 
a on 105.1 Ed FM 



COMMISSO'S 



Prices effective Friday February 17 through Thursday February 23,2012 CommissosFreshFoods.com 



Rudolph’s 

Bavarian Rye Bread, 
Premium Sandwich, 
or Bavarian Multigrain 


Fresh Air Chilled 

Boneless Skinless 
Chicken Breast 

Family Pack 


Pacific Foods 
Organic 
Soups 
& Broths 

Assorted Varieties 


Boneless 

Beef Stewing 
Meat 

Family Pack 


Molinaro’s 
Gourmet 
Frozen Pizza 

Assorted Varieties 


Ontario Grown 

Carrots & Onions ■ 

Product of Canada • No. 1 Grade 


Look for our Flyer Every Thursday in your Daily Paper or Flyer Package 
or visit us online at www.CommissosFreshFoods.com 


6161 Thorold Stone Rd., Niagara Falls • STORE HOURS: Sat & Sun 8am to 8pm • Mon to Fri 7am to 9pm 
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■ JULIA TURNER HOPE CUP 



ALLAN BENNER Staff Photo 

From left, sponsors Mike Konderka, Rick Sabucca, and Tina Turner, Julia Turner’s mother, hold 
the new Julia Turner Memorial Hope Cup that Sabucca created for the annual fundraising event 
being held in Julia's memory. 


Public Notice 

Public Meeting for the 
Central & South St. Catharines and Thorold 
Secondary Accommodation Review 


‘This is all about hope’ 




KERNAHAN PARK SECONDARY SCHOOL 

91 Bunting Road, St. Catharines, Ontario 

Thursday, March 1, 2012 at 6:00 p.m. 

Schools involved in the review area are: 
Kernahan Park, Sir Winston Churchill, 

St. Catharines Collegiate, West Park and Thorold 


DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD OF NIAGARA 

191 Carlton Street, St. Catharines, Ontario L2R 7P4 

Phone: 905-641-1550 Website: www.dsbn.org 




Fonthill Fitness v ^ 

Get your Pumping iStWu 

ights Spinning $ 49 - Q 0/ Month 

All Fitness Classes included * Over 100 Classes to Choose From 


www.fonthillfitness.com 


February is Heart Month 


905 892-4443 


IS 
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■LEMON AID: Wellander provides dental care for children in Guatemala 



Supplied Photo 

Welland resident Lynda Lemon, centre, visits with children at a local school during a 
recent trip to Guatemala. 


Going extra 
miles for smiles 


MARYANNE FIRTH 

Tribune Staff 

WELLAND — It’s always a touching 
trek for Lynda Lemon. 

Each time she makes the trip to 
Guatemala, the Welland resident meets 
new faces, brightens new smiles and 
makes new unforgettable memories. 

Lemon annually visits the Central 
American country, where she volun¬ 
teers through Wells of Hope to assist 
with a dental care program for local 

Held in partnership with Kindness 
in Action Service Society of Alberta, 
the initiative provides much-needed 
dental care to villagers at no cost during 
a week-long clinic. 

Lemon worked as part of a six-mem¬ 
ber support team who set up the clinics 
in area schools and then transported, 
housed, fed and offered assistance to 
the 25 dental professionals providing 

Through the clinics, dentists first 
treated local children, with any extra 
time used to treat parents and other 
villagers. 

Lemon was touched by advice shared 
with the dentists prior to each clinic: 

“You have the ability to make a dif¬ 
ference for many people in Guatemala. 
Every person, and mouth, will remem¬ 
ber you and be thankful. You have given 


hope to many — that someone cared, 
that the pain will stop, that life can be 
better.” 

During each trip, Lemon is inspired 
by the resiliency of the people she 
meets. Though many Guatemalans are 
quite poor, they're kind and generous 
with what litde they do have, she says. 

You have the ability to 
make a difference for 
many people in Guatemala. Every 
person, and mouth, will remem¬ 
ber you and be thankful.” 

Lynda Lemon 

She also finds inspiration in her 
fellow volunteers, who offer their time 
and talents to help less fortunate indi¬ 
viduals and families. 

After the clinics ended, Lemon’s vol¬ 
unteer team had the opportunity to visit 
four local schools and spend time with 
children from the villages. 

Thanks to donations from the Niagara 
community, Lemon was able to bring 
along gifts of school supplies, toys, 
clothing and toiletries for the youths, 
who were greatly appreciative. 

see SMILES | page 16 



For both sides of the brain. 

Thinking about university? Visit our campus during our Open 
House, Sunday, March 4 from 12:30 p.m. to 4 p.m. Find out for 
yourself, like Tabasum did, why enrolling at Brock will help you to 
discover both sides of your brain. Come and learn about more than 
70 undergrad and 40 graduate programs we offer. 

We want you to be part of the excitement. Go to brocku.ca 
to register. 


500 Glenridge Ave., St. Catharines, Ontario 
T 905 688 5550 x4293 E liaison@brocku.ca 


Brock 
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Experience puts things in perspective for Lemon 


(She) thanked me and pointed to the sky, 
which I interpreted as meaning she would say 
a prayer of thanks.” 

Lynda Lemon 


FROM PAGE 15 

While each smiling face 
helped brighten Lemon’s 
day, there was one child in 
particular who warmed her 

During one of their visits, 
the volunteers dropped into 
a day-care type of centre run 
by the village mothers and 
found it empty. They learned 
programs had been cancelled 
for the day because of a new 

The newborn’s family wel¬ 
comed Lemon in and even 
allowed her to hold little 


Antonio. 

Having brought dona¬ 
tions for the local children, 
Lemon was able to offer the 
little one's mother and grand¬ 
mother blankets and baby 
sleepers for his care. 

“She pulled me aside on 
our way out,” Lemon says of 
the grandmother. 


“(She) thanked me and 
pointed to the sky, which I 


interpreted as meaning she 
would say a prayer of thanks.” 

Lemon calls the entire 
experience humbling and 
says it creates perspective of 
the important things in life. 

mflrth@wellandtribune. ca 
Twitter: @mfirthTribune 


Supplied Photo 

Welland resident Lynda Lemon, far right, recently returned 
home from Guatemala, where she assisted with a week-long 
dental clinic facilitated by Wells of Hope and Alberta-based 
organization Kindness in Action. 



Queensbury Securities Inc. 

a 


/ 

Financial Advisor 




Move Your 

Retirement Investments 
in the 

^ Right Direction! 

Gallant Financial Services 

"For all your Full Service Brokerage Needs" 

905 - 892-2100 

Member of the Canadian Investor Protection Fund 


How well is your retirement plan being 


Larry J. Gallant 

FINANCIAL VIEW 
ADVERTORIAL 


Banks, in particular, often hold internal 
competitions for their staff to get as much 
money brought in as possible during this 
time. Pre-determined targets are set by their 
Head Office and they receive bonuses if they 


"Actively managed" means that the Financial 
Advisor recommends and invests according 
to the client’s risk tolerance. It means that 


We’re now well into 2012 and many of 
those well-intended New Year's resolutions 
have been strained or maybe even 
forgotten. But if one of your resolutions was 
to save for retirement or to get your financial 
house in order, it’s not too late! 

The deadline for 2011 retirement savings 
plan contributions is only two weeks away. 
This year, it’s February 29 th . I’m sure many 
people are getting calls from their Financial 
Advisor or Bank/Credit Union to book an 
appointment and get those last minute 
retirement contributions in for the tax 
season. How long has it been? Was the 
last call from them about 12 months ago? 
Sadly, this is the case for many investors. 


meet or beat that target. That’s why the 
phone calls are ratcheted up starting in mid- 
December. It’s not all negative though...it 
gets people thinking about their retirement, 
which is always a good thing. Once the 
money is in and invested, the pressure is 
over. Far too often, so is the focus on 
managing that money. 

The Financial Advisor must actively manage 
that money to ensure the customer's 
retirement and financial goals stay on track. 
You may be contributing to your retirement 
plan, but how much does your Financial 
Advisor contribute to your plan? Let’s look at 
what it means to have a retirement or 
investment plan actively managed. 


the selection of investments bought and sold 
within the plan are based on financial markets 
and client comfort. It means that the client is 
educated on the investment product and not 
investing on a “leap of faith". 

“You may be contributing to your 
retirement plan, but how much 
does your Financial Advisor 
contribute to your plan?” 

When it comes right down to it, actively 
managing a client’s portfolio means that the 
Financial Advisor reviews and evaluates the 
investments of his or her client on an ongoing 
basis. They meet with the client during the 
year to discuss the retirement or investment 
plan and make sure it continues to move in 
the right direction, revising investments where 
necessary. 


managed? 

If this isn't happening with your retirement or 
investment plan, perhaps it’s time to consider 
moving your account. In the very least, a 
second opinion might be in order. To arrange 
a free no obligation review of your portfolio, 
or to discuss this article, contact me at 
larry.gallant@queensbury.com, visit my 
website at www.gallantfinancial.ca or call 
905-892-2100. 

Larry J. Gallant is a independent investment 
advisor with Queensbury Securities Inc., a 
member of the Canadian Investment Protection 
Fund and the Investment Industry Regulatory 
Organization of Canada. 

The comments and opinions expressed herein 
are not necessarily the opinions of Queensbury 
Securities Inc. Securities mentioned may not suit 
all types of investors. Before making any 
investment decision, contact your investment 
advisor to discuss your investment needs. 
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■ SANITATION: Fee hasn't increased in 16 years 

Garbage tag cost could double 


JEFF BOLICHOWSKI 

QMI Agency 

THOROLD — It could cost you 
an extra buck to toss out that fat 
extra bag of trash, under a proposal 
heading to a regional council com¬ 
mittee this month. 

Niagara Region is considering 
doubling the price of garbage tags 
to $2. It’s calling for residents to 
weigh in on the issue by attending 
council’s public works committee 
Feb. 21. 

Currently, the average Niagara 
home is limited to one container of 
trash per week. Residents must buy 
the tags to put out more garbage. 

"It’s not fair to ask all the tax¬ 
payers of the region to pick up the 
tab for 250,000 or 300,000 extra 
garbage bags,” said St. Catharines 
Coun. Andy Petrowski, a vocal pro¬ 
ponent of the plan. 

Petrowski figured the $2 tags 
would bring the program closer 
to running at cost and encour¬ 
age people to recycle more. And 
he said die region hasn’t raised its 
garbage tag prices in 15 years. 

“It’s less than a cup of coffee a 
day," he said. 

“This is less than 15 cents a day. I 
think that’s a fair charge.” 

Catherine Habermebl, the 
region’s acting waste management 
director, said the price of the tags 
has remained static since the pro¬ 
gram started in 1996. She said the 
region’s new collection service, 
launched last year, has seen recy¬ 
cling go up 16% and waste disposal 
down 14%, but there’s room for 
improvement. 

“We recognize that there’s still 
organic matter that is in that bag, 
and there’s still valuable recycla- 
bles that remain in that garbage 
bag,” she said. 

She said the region’s waste diver¬ 
sion rate is about 43% right now. 

At the moment, she said, resi¬ 
dents are already using fewer 
bags. She said an audit in the fall 
and winter of 2010 found homes 
put out on average just over one 
container per week. In spring and 
summer, it was less than one bag 
per household. 

“Some people, they have 
embraced the changes,” she said. 

The tag system is used elsewhere, 

In Durham Region, they cost 
$1.50 and have been in use since 
2003, the price having stuck since 
then. 

But since then, said Durham 
waste services supervisor Joe 
McKenna, his region has gone to 


biweekly trash pickup. Residents 
are limited to four containers every 
two weeks. 

“Just using rough stats for 2011, 
we estimate there was about 44,000 
(tags) that were sold,” he said. 

Still, he said, it’s not supposed to 
rake in dough. 

"It’s not really intended to make 
money. It’s just a service that’s pro¬ 
vided to residents.” 

McKenna said his region picks 
up the trash for six of the eight 
municipalities in Durham. 

In Hamilton, garbage tags are a 
non-factor, said Pat Parker, director 
of support services for the city’s 
waste management department. 
She said the city doesn't have them 
but sets a one-container-a-week 
limit on what homes can pitch. 

She said the city’s residential 
waste diversion rate is about 49%. 

The city is reviewing its trash 
system at the moment, though. 
And she said the introduction of 
trash tags is possible. 

"If there’s still limits, they can 
certainly help to provide residents 
with flexibility," said Parker. But 
she said they could also hurt waste 
diversion rates. 

Back in Niagara, St. Catharines 
Coun. Tim Rigby, who chairs 
council’s public works committee, 
lauded the proposed hike. 

"Hopefully, it will meet some of 
the additional cost it does cost to 
collect (garbage,)” he said. "I think 
it’s the right move. It’s certainly in 
line with what other municipalities 



JULIE JOCSAK QMI Agency 

Andrew Blais picks up garbage along Niagara St. in St. Catharines on Friday. Garbage bag tags prices may increase 
to $2 from $1, the first increase since 1996. 



is now accepting 
registrations online at 

www.pelhamsoccer.ca 

Paper forms are not available. 
Terms are Cheque or Credit Card. 


Pelham Public Library 
Presents 

We are open Family Day Feb. 20 9:30 -5 

1812 Re-enactor Calvin Amt 

Feb. 22 7:3# 

Osteoporosis and You 

Mar. 5 &30 

Card Making Workshop 

Mar. 6 1-3 

Tom Thomson in Algonquin 

Mar. 6 7:30 

Great March Break Programs 

Mar. 12-16 

Giant Book Sale 

Mar. 27-Mar. 31 


Drop off your gently-used donations of books and 
clothing for our upcoming sales. 

No textbooks, encyclopedias, or magazines please. 

ww.pelhamUbraiy.on.ca 

905-892-6443 
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PICK YOUR FAVOURITE 


WIN $100* OASH 


Reader’s Choice 


Fill in your ballot for the Pelham's Readers Choice Av 
Write the names of your favourite businesses on the line pro' 
feu can vote for as many different types of business as you wish in each 
cafegories. Those merchants and businesses who receive the most 
II win the prestigious Readers Choice Award. The winners will be annoum 
a special section of the Pelham News Thursday April 5, 2012. Watch f 
promos! Your ballot is vour entry to our cash prize! So fill it out and send it 
The deadline for submission is5p.m 


Chinese Restaurant 
Italian Restaurant. 
Fish & Chips. 

Fast Food Restaurant 
Family Restaurant 



Women's Store 
Shoe Store_ 


- Lumber Yard_ 
_ Car Wash 
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ftden. 

yfy 

U 

'Pet/uuK, 


BREW ON 
PREMISE 

BEER & WINE SUPPLIES 

BREW MASTER 

J§L 

* YEAS T winexpert 


Phone: (905) 892-3133 
Toll Free: 1-888-768-9463 
Fax: 905-892-9919 
wineofpelham@cogeco.net 
www.winegarden.ca 



WE SERVICE 
ALL MAKES & MODELS 
• MAINTENANCE 
St .FURNACES 
AIR 

' ^CONDITIONING 

BOB REID. 

Heating & Air Conditioning! 

M Residential - Commercial ^ 

j)05-892-7787^ 


PefeUBH 

TO ADVERTISE 

HERE CALL KIM 


905.732.2414 ex.458 


When the 
electricity fails 

HOW will 
you be 



Custom Designed 
Stand-by Power 
Installations to Suit 
Your Needs 


Cornell Feenstra Electric Ltd. 
All Types of Electrical Installation 
Pole Line Installation & 

Aerial Bucket Truck Service 

Calk 905-899-2373 
Fax: 905-899-2383 
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t NOMINATION FORM 



“NOMINATION DEADLINE FRIDAY, MARCH 16,2012 5:00 P.M ” 


Please provide a brief description of the nominee's contributions to their family and com¬ 
munity as well as a brief description of the nominee's efforts in school. (You may attach your 
description if more space is required to a maximum of 1 ,OOOwords. ) 


Age: □ 6-12 Q13-18 


_Telephone # _ 


NOMINATOR'S CHECKLIST 

Before forwarding your nominations, please ensure you've 
completed the following steps: 


L NOMINATOR'S DESCRIPTION: 


Category: I I Cool to be Kind I I Against the odds [_J Personal Best 


Mail or drop off completed nomination form to: 

THE TRIBUNE 228 East Main St. P.O. Box 278 Welland, ON L3B 5P5 


Please note: Complete nomination form, letters of support and any other 
materials submitted will not be returned 


Judging Criteria 

Nominees must be a resident of Pelham, Port Colborne, Wainfleet or Welland. Their accomplishments must have occured within the past year. There is a 1,000 word limit for all 
nominations. No additional material will be accepted. Judges will rale each nominee from 1 -10 in the following: 

• What has the nominee accomplished during the past year? 

• How has this accomplishment impacted on themselves and/or others? 

• Why did the nominee set out to do this? 

24 Semi finalists will be honoured at the Great Kids Awards Gala on Sunday April 29th at Club Castropignano 
COOL TO BE KIND Nominees will have performed a service or act of kindness, support or encouragement to a friend, family, i 
themselves. This could be an ongoing or one-time service to an individual, group or community. 

PERSONAL BEST Nominees will have achieved a level of performance beyond what might have been expected. This could n 
performance to the best of their ability. Achievements can be in any area including business, 
academics, athletics, music, art, writing, drama, etc. 

AGAINST THE ODDS Nominees will have shown great strength, ambition and dedication in overcoming a mental, physical, personal, economic or environmental challenge to 
achieve a goal. 


leighbour or stranger with no personal gain for 
in achieving a top performance overall or 


Brought to you by 

THE TRIBUNE 

making a difference...daily 
and the following sponsors: 

TITLE SPONSOR 


PLATINUM SPONSORS 

0 WCOOECO 


GOLD LEVEL SPONSORS 

EMU 

■ CENTRE 

SILVER LEVEL SPONSORS 

BRONZE LEVEL SPONSORS 

provision^* IM&M 


BRONZE LEVEL SPONSORS 
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classifiedextra.ca 


Canada’s largest and most trusted 
print and online classifieds network 
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Place it! Sell it! 



Sit back and relax! 


classifiedextra.ca delivers a powerful combination of 
newspaper and online advertising which is the 
preferred choice of Canadian consumers for delivering 
fast and effective results! 

Canada’s largest print and online classifieds network 

classifiedextra.ca 


canoe 


ca ^xHoof. 

Canada 


A Quebecor Media Company 


By phone: 1-866-541-6757 Online: placeit.classifiedextra.ca 
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AROUND TOWN 


Friday, Feb. 17 

PELHAM ART ASSOCIATION 
General meeting, 7 p.m. 
at Festival Room at Pelham 
Library, Town Square. Guest 
artist: Linda Kemp with 
watercolor demonstration. 


Bicentennial reenactments. 
This family-friendly group 
takes part in War of 1812 events 
every year. Part of the Pelham 
Library's 1812 Bicentennial 
Events, at 7:30p.m. $2. Please 
register ahead. 


Tuesday, Feb. 21 

SHROVETUESDAY PANCAKE 
SUPPER 

At Concordia Lutheran 
Church, 105 Welland Rd„ 
Fonthill from 5-7p.m. Adults 
- $7, Children 6-12 - $3.50 and 
5 and under- free. Everyone 
welcome. 

Tuesday, Feb. 21 

FEEL GOOD FEBRUARY 

Celebrate the month of love 
with your family members. 
Dress in read and white to 
celebrate the night. 6 pm at 
Pelham Library. $5/family. 

Wednesday, Feb. 22 

1812 RE-ENACTOR 

Calvin Arnt, 1812 Reenactor 
1st Regiment, Lincoln Militia, 
founder of the recreated 
unit of local militia in the 
Niagara Region of Ontario, 
will share his experiences of 
reenacting and tell you how 
you can get involved in the 1812 


Friday, Feb. 24 

TRIVIA NIGHT 

Pelham Centre School is 
pleased to present their First 
Annual Trivia Night, 7 p.m. 
Pelham Old Town Hall, 701 
Canboro Rd„ Ridgeville. $10 
per ticket includes pizza and 
snacks. Cash Bar, Prizes, 

Silent Auction, 50/50 draw. 
Challenge your friends, family, 
co-workers, or put together a 
team of 8! Reserve your tickets 
today! Call Nadine at 905-892- 
4354 or contact the school for 
more info. 

Sunday, Feb. 26 

WOMEN’S ADDICTION 
RECOVERY MEDIATION 

Luncheon and silent auction. 
Guest speaker Grace Cirocco, 
inspirational speaker. 11 a.m. 
at Club Castriopignano, 1311 
Egerter Rd., Port Robinson. $40 
per person or $350 for table 
of 10. Tickets available at www. 
warmniagara.org 


Monday, Feb. 27 

PELHAM HORTICULTURAL 
SOCIETY 

Meeting, 7:30-9:30 p.m. 
at Fonthill Branch, Pelham 
Library. Please join us to hear 
Karin Vermeer (formerly of 
Vermeers' Garden Centre) 
speak about her new career 
in Using Plants for Wellness 
through Horticultural Therapy. 
All welcome. Memberships only 
$7. Members please note the 
change in speakers. 

FREE HEARING CLINIC 

Connect Hearing will be at 
the Fonthill Branch giving free 
hearing screenings. Free but 
please make an appointment, 
905-892-6068. lOam-lpm at 
Pelham Library. 

Monday, March 12 - Friday, 
March 16 

MARCH BREAK MONSTER 
ARTCAMP 

At in The Orchard, 9am-4pm. 
For ages four and up. Youth 
training also available. Painting, 
sculpture, textile and design. 
More info at 905-892-1709 or 
www.intheorchard.org 

Monday, March 12 

ABRIKIDABRA 

Join Peter Mennie for his 


magical performance of 
AbriKIDabra - a great show 
with a perfect combination of 
magic and comedy for all ages. 
All children must be supervised 
by an adult who also needs a 
ticket. 1 p.m. Pelham Arena 
Community Hall. $4 
MUNSCH-A-MANIA 
Love Robert Munsch stories? 
Come and celebrate as we read 
some of the funniest stories 
ever. Maple Acre Branch, 

Pelham Library. 10 a.m. $3. 

Tuesday, March 13 

THE UN-BIRTHDAY PARTY 
Come celebrate your 
un-birthday at the library. 
Cupcake decorating and party 
games galore. Wear your 
wackiest hat for a chance at a 
prize. Allergy Alert- Program will 
contain food. (5+ yrs) Fonthill 
Branch. 11 a.m. $4. 

Wednesday, March 14 

BAKE AND TAKE 
Join our very own Jessica 
Stewart as she creates 
magnificent morsels for you to 
try or take. Helpful hints for the 
youngest of bakers. Recipes 
provided. Allergy Alert - food 
will be provided in this program. 
(6+ yrs, under 6 must have an 



adult present) Fonthill Branch. 

1 p.m. $4. 

Thursday, March 15 

PAPERBAG PRINCESS 
Join talented puppeteer 
Carrie Costello as she performs 
“The Paperbag Princess". 
Included is a make-and-take 
puppet. No supervision 
required. Fonthill branch. 1 p.m. 


Friday, March 16 

CRAZY CRAFTERS 
Looking for something to 
pass your Friday afternoon? 
Come to the library; craft 
supplies and make your own 
one-of-a-kind creation. Open to 
anyone with adult supervisor. 


Fonthill Branch. 1-4 p.m. FREE 

ONGOING 

SUMMERFEST ART SHOW 

Call out for artists to show 
original art work for Pelham 
Summerfest juried art show 
July 19-22. Cost is $100 for 
10x10 space. Contact Pat 
Hafter 905-732-9252 or e-mail: 
phafter@yahoo.com and put 
Summerfest in subject line for 
more information. 

TUESDAY NIGHT BINGO 

St. Ann's Parish, 834 
Canboro Rd., Fenwick, 7 p.m. 
Continues every Tuesday to 
the end of June. Wheelchair 
accessible. Chance to win $100. 
905-892-6123. 
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3 Pkg Limit 

CUT FROM CANADA AAA BEEF 

■IBONEIBSS 

|INSIDEIROUNP1ROA t ST| 

^ J99 

CUT FROM ONTARIO AA AND AAA BEEF, 
NORWICH PACKERS CORN FED BEEF 

BONELESS 

NEW YORK STRIP 
STEAKS 

m 6? 



FRESH ONTARIO PORK 

CENTRE CUT LOIN 

PORK CHOPS 

W— 919 

FRESH BAKED JMlAj A 

SppTI M 

CRISP 

3s®4* 

"Ddwce. JMlOOi 

MOZZARELLA 

CHEESE ib. 

COUNTRY HAR1 
"BREAD 

/ |L J| 675g loaf ^ 

m 

Loaf Limit 

ROMAN BRAND 

LASAGNA o« CANNELLONI 

^ 2 lb./2.25 Ib. tray 

!jg|fcg» 

> ROBIN HOOD 

t FLOUR 

RobinHood 10 kg bag 

■Ml Oft 

#2 Bag Limit 

Joseph’s SUGAR FREE 

m COOKIES 

mm 

6 oz Bag Regular Price $3.99 each 

TOPPITS 

(SKINLESS BONELESS 

SOLE] FILLETS 

| /) 340 g bag 

ROYALE 

FACIAL TISSUE 

MAJESTA 

PAPER TOWELS 

_ 8 roll pkg. 

CALIFORNIA SUNKIST 

SEEDLESS ORANGES 

/\ f»L 

NO. 1 GRADE CALIFORNIA 
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| 

NO. 1 GRADE ONTARIO 
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P£BABY GREENS 
2" 
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